Contents 


Special issue on ‘Language acquisition: Knowledge representation and processing’ 
Editor: Antonella Sorace, co-editors: Caroline Heycock and Richard Shillcock 


A. Sorace, C. Heycock, R. Shillcock, Introduction: Trends and convergences 
in language acquisition research l 


K. Wexler, very early parameter setting and the unique checking constraint: A 


new explanation of the optional infinitive stage 23 
T. Hoekstra, N. Hyams, Aspects of root infinitives 81 
A. Radford, Genitive subjects in child English 113 
B.D. Schwartz, The second language instinct 133 
B.B. Tesar, P. Smolensky, Learning Optimality-Theoretic grammars 161 
P.W. Juscyk, Constraining the search for structure in the input 197 


S. Pinker, Words and rules 219 


